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Limited edition release of New York Times bestselling author Robert Hicks’ 
The Widow of the South and A Separate Country
To benefit the Battle of Franklin Trust

(Franklin, Tenn.)—October 5, 2011--The Battle of Franklin Trust is pleased to announce a celebratory fundraising event to accompany the limited edition release of Robert Hicks’ A Separate Country and New York Times bestseller The Widow of the South. The reception will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 1 at Carnton Plantation in the Fleming Center from 5 to 8 p.m. Robert Hicks, along with Julian Bibb who wrote the essay “Franklin’s Charge” about battlefield preservation, will be on hand to autograph books.

This event, presented by Bentontown Press, will benefit the Battle of Franklin Trust through a sizeable donation of each ticket sold. Single ticket purchase is $125 which includes a copy of one of Hicks’ books as well as admission to the event, which will include champagne, wine, beer and hors d’oeuvres.   A pair of tickets cost $200 and includes both limited edition books which are leather bound with a commemorative case housing. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This event is presented by Bentontown Press and Yeoman’s in the Fork.   To purchase tickets, email Leigh Bawcom at leigh@battleoffranklintrust.org or call 615-794-0903.  Limited reservations are available.

In making the announcement, Greg Snider, director of marketing and publishing for Yeoman’s in the Fork said, “This is a unique opportunity for collectors and enthusiasts to own a limited edition set of his incredible novels.  We are only printing 1,500 copies of The Widow of the South and 750 of A Separate Country and this will be the only printing of this stunning set.  It’s truly a unique opportunity to not only own this collectible, but to participate in this special fundraiser for the Battle of Franklin Trust.”

The fundraising event is hosted by Teresa and Danny Anderson, Jayne and Julian Bibb, Angela Humphreys and Joseph Cashia, Connie and Carl Haley, Ashlyn and Brian Meneguzzi, Mary and Harris Pearce, Marianne and John Schroer, Gwyn and Greg Snider, Susan and Ken Whitaker.  The sponsors include Bentontown Press, the Battle of Franklin Trust, The Heritage Foundation of Franklin & Williamson County, Shannon and Charlie Martin, Music City Tents & Events, and Yeoman’s in the Fork Rare Book & Document Gallery.

Hicks moved to Tenn. in 1974. He spent many years working in the music industry as a publisher, artist manager and partner in the B.B. King’s Blues Clubs. He still serves as the ‘Curator of Vibe’ for the corporation. Hicks served as a co-curator on the exhibition, Art of Tennessee, at the Frist Center for the Visual Arts in Nashville. He was also the co-editor of the exhibition’s award-winning catalog Art of Tennessee.

In the field of historic preservation, Hicks has served on the Boards of Historic Carnton Plantation, the Battle of Franklin Trust, the Tennessee State Museum, The Williamson County Historical Society, and the Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts. Hicks is founding chairman emeritus of Franklin's Charge: A Campaign for the Reclamation and Preservation of Franklin's Historic Battlefield. Jim Lighthizer, president of the Civil War Trust, said "There is no close second in any community in the nation to match the success of Franklin's Charge in preserving and reclaiming the battlefield at Franklin."

The Battle of Franklin Trust is a 501(c)3 management corporation acting on behalf of Franklin’s battlefield sites to contribute to a greater understanding and enrich the visitor experience of the November 30, 1864 battle. It’s organized for the charitable and educational purposes of preserving, restoring, maintaining and interpreting the properties, artifacts and documents related to the battle so as to preserve an important part of the nation’s history. Learn more at www.battleoffranklintrust.org or call (615) 794-0903.
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