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The Battle of Franklin Trust

In 2009, The Battle of Franklin Trust was formed to operate and manage two of Franklin’s most historic homes including Carnton Plantation and The Carter House in order to bring life to the story.  The Trust works on behalf of Franklin’s battlefield sights to contribute a greater understanding and enrich the visitor experience of the November 30, 1864 Battle of Franklin during the American Civil War.  The Trust was organized to for the charitable and educational purposes of preserving, restoring, maintaining and interpreting the properties, artifacts and documents related to the battle, so as to preserve an important part of our nation’s history.

History

Carnton was built in 1826 by former Nashville Mayor Randal McGavock (1768-1843). Throughout the nineteenth century it was frequently visited by those shaping Tennessee and American history, including President Andrew Jackson. Carnton grew to become one of the premier farms in Williamson County, Tennessee. Randal McGavock’s son John (1815-1893) inherited the farm upon his father’s death. John McGavock married Carrie Elizabeth Winder (1829-1905) in December, 1848 and they had five children during the subsequent years, three of whom died at young ages - Martha (1849-1862); Mary Elizabeth (1851-1858); and John Randal (1854). The surviving children, Winder (1857-1907) and Hattie (1855-1932), are pictured (left) circa 1865.
Beginning at 4 p.m. on November 30, 1864, Carnton was witness to one of the bloodiest battles of the entire Civil War. Everything the McGavock family ever knew was forever changed. The Confederate Army of Tennessee furiously assaulted the Federal army entrenched along the southern edge of Franklin. The resulting battle, believed to be the bloodiest five hours of the Civil War, involved a massive frontal assault larger than Pickett's Charge at Gettysburg. The majority of the combat occurred in the dark and at close quarters. The Battle of Franklin lasted barely five hours and led to some 9,500 soldiers being killed, wounded, captured, or counted as missing. Nearly 7,000 of that number were Confederate troops. Carnton served as the largest field hospital in the area for hundreds of wounded and dying Confederate soldiers
A staff officer later wrote that "the wounded, in hundreds, were brought to [the house] during the battle, and all the night after. And when the noble old house could hold no more, the yard was appropriated until the wounded and dead filled that...." 
On the morning of December 1, 1864 the bodies of four Confederate generals killed during the fighting, Patrick R. Cleburne, Hiram B. Granbury, John Adams, and Otho F. Strahl, lay on Carnton’s back porch. The floors of the restored home are still stained with the blood of the men who were treated here.
In early 1866, John and Carrie McGavock designated two acres of land adjacent to their family cemetery as a final burial place for nearly 1,500 Confederate soldiers killed during the Battle of Franklin. The McGavock’s maintained the cemetery until their respective deaths. 
Today, the McGavock Confederate Cemetery is a lasting memorial honoring those fallen soldiers and the Battle of Franklin. It is the largest privately owned military cemetery in the nation.
The McGavock family owned Carnton until 1911 when Susie Lee McGavock, widow of Winder McGavock, sold it. In 1973 Carnton was listed on the National Register of Historic Places and in 1977 the house and ten acres were donated to the Carnton Association, Inc. by Dr. W. D. Sugg. By that time the house had suffered from years of neglect and disrepair and since then the Association has been vital in restoring and maintaining the plantation through tours, gift shop sales, membership, special events, and generous donations.
Guided Tours at Carnton
Carnton is shown by guided tour. The first tour of the day is usually at 9:30 a.m. and the last is at 4:00 p.m. Each tour lasts about one hour. We do not have a specific tour schedule, but typically you will not have to wait more than 30 minutes for a tour after your arrival. On fall and spring weekday mornings, you may want to call before you come because school groups often visit those days. We will offer tours but they may be delayed slightly. 
Your admission includes a brochure that includes a map and information about the grounds, garden, outbuildings and cemetery which you may explore on your own.
The Widow of the South - A Novel by Robert Hicks 
A nominee for the Michael Shaara Award for Excellence in Civil War Fiction, The Widow of the South, written by long-time Carnton Association Board Member Robert Hicks, centers on the life of Carrie McGavock, the mistress of Carnton before, during and after the Civil War. After the hardcover release in September, 2005, the book rose to #5 and spent eight weeks on the New York Times Bestseller list in the fall of 2005. Translated and published in France, the UK, Italy, China, Turkey, South Korea and Mainland China, the book has drawn heritage tourist from around the world to Carnton. 
The impact of The Widow of the South is apparent as the number of visitors to Carnton Plantation continue to increase annually.  Many visitors come to see the magnificent setting of Carnton, the backdrop of the hugely successful interpretation of the story about the Battle of Franklin, the McGavock’s and their lives.  

The Widow of the South is a brilliant novel that captures the end of an era, the vast madness of the War, and the courage of a remarkable woman to claim life from the grasp of death itself.
Gardens at Carnton
Gardens at Carnton were a part of Middle Tennessee's plantation landscape throughout the 19th century. The first McGavock dwelling on this site, constructed around 1815, occupied the space between the existing house and the smokehouse. It is believed that Randal and Sarah McGavock had a dooryard (flower) garden on the south side of this structure. A larger kitchen garden was most likely located west of the house.

After Randal McGavock’s death his son, John, made stylistic alterations to the landscape. In 1847 he removed his mother’s flower garden and enlarged the front yard. The garden to the west of the house may have taken on a more ornamental character. Plots for growing vegetables may have been rimmed with flower borders containing an assortment of shrubs, vines, and herbaceous plants.
In 1848 John married Carrie Winder, and according to a family letter she “proceeded to change [the garden] and continued to change it.” The cultivation of the garden must have been especially important to John and Carrie. This is evident in John McGavock’s will which states, “I will and bequeath to my wife Carrie W. the exclusive possession and control of my residence, yard, and garden.”
McGavock Confederate Cemetery

Carnton and the Confederate Cemetery are forever linked to each other, bound together by the Battle of Franklin and time itself. For John and Carrie McGavock, this sacred plot of ground became part of their lives and remained so for decades.

For many years, veterans, widows, children, and parents were drawn to the cemetery and today descendants of soldiers buried there continue to visit. Some come looking for answers, some come just to see it. Visually the cemetery speaks volumes about the tragedy of the Battle of Franklin and of how John and Carrie McGavock had the remains of 1,481 fallen soldiers moved, quite literally, to their home. 

To see it with your own eyes is something you will never forget.
Ghost Tour
Historic Carnton Plantation has been called “the most haunted building in Tennessee,” and visitors can decide for themselves if it's true on guided evening ghost tours of the house.
A costumed guide and education director Tara Danley, leads visitors through the house by candlelight, recounting the tale of the weeping maiden, the fiddler in the parlor and the noisy kitchen ghost, among others. 
Part of the tour includes viewing the pictures collected of unexplained phenomena. 
Special Events
Carnton Plantation hosts numerous events throughout the year ranging from concerts on the lawn in the summer, to historic battle reenactment events such as “Blue & Gray Days” in November.  November 20th Carnton will host the Anniversary of the Battle of Franklin “Illumination” where 10,000 candles will be lit to commemorate the 10,000 soldiers who died or were injured or missing as a result of the Battle of Franklin.  It’s a moving event that coincides with “Blue & Gray Days.”  

For more information on the events presented by Carnton Plantation, please visit www.battleoffranklintrust.org
Hours of Operation
Monday thru Saturday - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday – 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission Prices
Adults: $12.00
Seniors (over 65): $10.00
Children 6 – 12: $6.00
Children under 5: free
Grounds tour only: $5.00
The Battle of Franklin Trust now offers a joint ticket for admission to both Carnton Plantation and The Carter House for $20 which is a $4 savings.  That joint ticket also provides a discount of $2 off admission to the Lotz House, located across the street from The Carter House.
Please call for group and school rates.
Call 615-794-0903 if you need help along the way.
For More Information 

1345 Carnton Lane

Franklin, TN  37064

615.7904-0903 or visit www.battleoffranklintrust.org
Media Inquiries  

Susan Andrews, The Andrews Agency 615.242.4400 or e-mail susanandrews@andrewsagencypr.com
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